
TODAY’S PRESENTERS & CONTRIBUTORS 
 

 Attorney Darren Bogié joined the Special Education Practice Group from private 
practice focusing on civil litigation in Sacramento.  Darren represents our client 
districts in the areas of labor and employment as well as special education. A graduate 
of California State University, Chico and the University of the Pacific’s McGeorge 
School of Law, Darren’s experience in advising and defending both public and private 
sector clients serves our clients well.  He is a former Deputy County Counsel, Assistant 
United States Attorney, and JAG Corps Trial Defense Counsel.  Darren is a member of 
the California State Bar, the California Council of School Attorneys and the Kern  

   County Bar Association.   
 
Attorney Melissa Brown joined SLS after focusing on civil litigation in private 
practice.  A graduate of UCLA and Santa Clara University School of Law, she is proud 
to have joined the ranks of education law attorneys as her family has been involved in 
many aspects of California education for over 60 years.  Melissa serves as member of 
the Board of Directors of the Kern County Bar Association Charitable Foundation, as 
Past-Chair of the Kern County Bar Association Young Lawyers Section, and has 
volunteered as an Attorney Coach at local and statewide Mock Trial competitions for 
Kern County high school students. 
 

Attorney Christopher Burger joined SLS in 2002 from private practice, where he focused 
on real property and environmental matters.  His prior experience as an environmental 
regulator for the Kern County Department of Environmental Health serves our clients well 
in the school site acquisition setting.  Chris is also an authority on developer fees and 
administers a separate Kern County-based joint powers program for the collection of 
developer fees.  The California Pacific School of Law graduate is a member of the 
California State Bar, Kern County Bar Association, California Council of School Attorneys, 
and an active participant in the Coalition for Adequate Student Housing (CASH). 

 
Attorney Alan Harris is a former United States Marine Corps JAG officer who joined 
SLS from private practice in 2002.  Al represents districts and advises governing 
boards in student discipline matters and a range of other issues pertaining to students 
such as free speech and dress code issues.  He assists administrators in obtaining 
temporary restraining orders and stay-away orders.  He also practices in the areas of 
special education and school business law. 
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General Counsel Grant Herndon has practiced law for 30  years since graduating from the 
Georgetown University Law Center.  He joined Schools Legal Service in 1994 from private 
practice, where his work included representation of state agencies such as the Department 
of Corrections, Department of Health Services, and Department of Parks and Recreation in 
personnel and related matters.  Grant counsels governing boards and administrators on a 
variety of matters, including Brown Act and governance issues, conflict of interest, 
administrator contracts, election and voting rights issues, nonprofit formation, and school 
district organization.  He completed the year-long CBO Mentor Program offered by 

statewide education groups including FCMAT, CCSESA, CASBO and School Services of California.  Grant is 
a member of the National School Boards Association’s Council of School Attorneys and currently serves as 
President of the California Council of School Attorneys.  He is a member of the California State University 
Bakersfield Institutional Review Board and advises the nonprofit organization MOVE International, serving 
children and adults with severe disabilities through innovative, collaborative programs. 
 

A graduate of the University of the Pacific’s McGeorge School of Law, attorney Bill 
Hornback joined SLS in 1996 from private practice where his construction law 
experience was immediately put to use in advising and representing school districts in 
complex construction disputes.  Bill has completely revamped SLS’s extensive public 
works bid documents and provides training to districts in competitive bidding and 
related matters.  His work with the Kern High School District’s building program 
benefits all SLS clients.  Bill is also a statewide expert on charter school issues. 

 
Attorney Robert Phillips comes to us from private practice in an East Bay Area based 
staff counsel office of a large multi-national insurance carrier focusing on complex civil 
litigation.  The Southern California native is a graduate of the California State 
University, Fullerton, with a juris doctor degree from the University of the Pacific's 
McGeorge School of Law.  At SLS, he will focus on employment law and related 
matters.  Robert's trial and negotiation experience will serve our districts well.  He is a 
member of the California State Bar and the California Council of School Attorneys. 

Attorney Elizabet Rodriguez comes to us from the Kern County Public Defender’s 
Office. She is a graduate of California State University, Bakersfield, and earned her juris 
doctor degree from Western State University.  At SLS, she will focus on special 
education and related matters.  Elzabet’s trial experience will serve our districts well.  
She is a member of the California State Bar and the California Council of School 
Attorneys. 

 

Attorney Timothy L. Salazar came to SLS from private practice in Torrance with an 
extensive background in collective bargaining and labor and employment law.  A 
graduate of UCLA and a certified mediator, Tim is a member of the California, New 
Mexico and Texas State Bars.  His practice focuses on collective bargaining, and he 
will represent clients in employment law matters including employee discipline, 
investigation of complaints, grievances, arbitrations and PERB hearings.  Tim will also 
provide employment-related training for supervisory employees. 

 


